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achieved only by Henry VIIFs Act of Supremacy (1534),
Nevertheless, the work of Henry II culminated in making his
fifth son, John (1199-1216), so powerful that his tyranny ini-
tiated a new trend in English history. Its first fruit was the fa-
mous Magna Carta (1215), the first of a series of great chart-
ers on which the edifice of English liberty rests. Before this
was wrung from John by the English barons, the English king
was an autocrat unparalleled in his authority in Christendom
for six hundred years since Charlemagne. "The Magna
Carta," says Professor Adams, " closes one epoch of English
constitutional history and begins another."1 The principal
interest of British history since the Great Charter lies in the
growth of 'Parliament.2 But here we are more concerned
with the fortunes of the English monarchy which was to have
its fullest development under the Tudors and its decline and
fall under their successors.
Edward I (1272-1307) was the next great ruler of England,
He has been called " the English Justinian" on account of
the great improvements he effected in the laws of England,
He set himself to reduce the powers of both the barons and!
the Church and considerably succeeded in doing it. He also
conquered Wales. Simon de Montfort's Model Parliament
met (1295) during his reign. He laid the foundations of
Lombard Street by allowing Italian bankers to settle down
in London. The craft guilds too prospered under his wise
regulation and patronage. But most of his good work was
undone by a series of disastrous wars which his ambitions
had evoked. The attempt to conquer Scotland led on to
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2. The "expansion of England" geographically is a parallel
interest which will be dealt with in a later context.

